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o Replying to a queet on by the court president, the defendant said that when he -
““was in Beirut he was a guest in a hotel and that he only contacted his relatives_*
”sthere. Questioned further by the court president -Al-Atasi sald that a passport
c.and immigration ‘department official, Mazhar al- Adm,-told him that ‘it was not- |

F;tnrough thc head, of' the quarter where he. was residing. R RS

. went to-the United States to continue his studies.» He ' said thdt after, completJ L

i; attended @ course in administration.
'wl‘Equitabie Life Insuraance Company and later worked for a commerCial center, . - i

'ﬁ-on the Riyadh- Jidda-Medina railroad which the company was constructing. ‘The ,({;

n.vThe defendant also said that in the neantime he had obtained American citizen-="7"

',; in the Unitcd States vere. confined to Arab students only. oL )

- liguidate his property in Syfria and' then return to the United States to start . f
-his own business. His brother, the defendant said, insisted that he should &o to
f_;'Syria and. see the family. The defendant then explained that his father called
-ﬂ'him in Beirut and asked him to go to Syria and try life there for a Tew months

';"addcd that he compliediwith his father's advice and went to Homs, Syria._ He_r':

“Iment relinguishing his Syrian citizenship-~UAR citizenship .at that btime, The , |

ﬂ’application was granted,’ the defendant said, but formalities took about: seven A
or eight months.: : c RS B

“‘necessary for him fo obtain a residente permit. and that it was possible to grant.

", him a Syrian identity card. ‘The court president ridiculed this .allegation and|
fwondered whether the defendant had tried to bribe any officlals or whcther T
‘;somebody has bccn using his. influence in his favor, _The defendant ‘denied all: T

(Editorial Repott) “When the court convened;*ueiendant Farhan Abd al Hadi al- Ataei,]
a representative of a television film company, vas called %o the dock. Asked by
the court president to explain the method by which he' obtained information con- .
nected with the security of the army, the defendant declared that late in 1951 he

~ing a four-month course in English, he went t& an' engineering school where_he
_ studied for two years. He later Joined a night school in New. York and ‘

& e o 'J.V”m
i The dofendant said that six months later he was employed by the Metropolitan e

_Continuing his evidence, defendant Al- Atasi said that- in 1955 he Joined _’ 4?’ i
" S.H. Magro and Partners Contracting Company which sent him to Saudi Arabila to w0rk.

defendant declared that. he was in Saudi Arabia for about six or seven months b

.and ‘then returned to the United States where he again JOined the life; insurancej
company and met his wife Joan Ghanim. if‘H '.v_.; T ] U ',f.

LA
'

ship, and in 1959 he came to Beirut with his wife for the ‘purpose of settling
‘his affairs. in Syria and then returning to the states to settle permanently ‘f,ﬂ .
" there. At this point, the court pre51dent asked: " "Did you- -have any connections .
with any of the American netw0rks before you came to Beirut, and did you con-'!.

- tact anybogdy there?" The defendant. replitd:: "Never." The court president hererul
_interpolated that this was ridiculous, and the defendant: sald that his contacts ’

' ‘ : . .
Al~ Ata51 added that on arriving in Beirut he was receivcd by his brother and
_that he told his brotner that he intended o 'stay two months in Labanon and

i
1

and then decide whether to stay for 8ood or return to the United States. He
said that when he was in bJria he submitted an application to the:s ecurity depnrt-*'
i “f.‘

H

FR

.this and“said that he obtained an identity card after- submitting an*application ni
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